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“You ask me 
what is UNITY? 
It’s not just a 
living space 
shared by a 

small group of 
people in 

the LGBTQ+ 
community. It’s 

a learning 
experience; it’s 
a path to self- 
discovery; it is 

an 
understanding 
to the history 

and the 
struggle of 
those who 

came before.” 
-Yuyang Zhong
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     At UC Berkeley, the mission of the UNITY Theme Program is to become 
the pre-eminent living-learning community in the United States for Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer/Questioning (LGBTQ) identified 
students and their allies. In a time of tragic events such as Pulse in Orlando 
and anti-LGBTQ hate rhetoric and discourse on Berkeley's own campus 
such as that of Ben Shapiro or Milo Yiannopoulos gaining national attention, 
UNITY provides a brave space and educational platform to advocate for 
minority populations and social transformation. The Academic Courses, 
Residence Life Programs, and Resource Center specialize in strong 
community and leadership development, activism, and education on issues 
pertaining to sexual and gender diversity at UC Berkeley. 
     Hoping to build a strong cohort of change makers, the UNITY Theme 
Program and UC Berkeley's Residential Education partner with students to 
develop engaged, inclusive, and socially responsible communities of 
scholars. With a student-initiated and ran resource center located in the 
heart of the Unit 3 Residential Complex (where the UNITY Theme Program 
is housed), residents have access to a diverse array of print and media 
resources on the LGBTQ+ community, health & wellness information, and 
sex education materials. UNITY is rich in partnerships across campus and 
in the community, working frequently with organizations such as the 
Associated Students of the University of California (ASUC), Sexual Health 
Education Program (SHEP), Gender Equity Resource Center (GenEq), Queer 
Alliance and Resource Center (QARC), and the Pacific Center for Human 
Growth. 
     Through the academic courses, campus partners, resource center, and a 
multitude of signature events, UNITY supports not only the 27 residential 
students and 10 affiliated students but the entire residential curriculum and 
mission of the Berkeley campus to educate, advocate, and socially 
transform. 

“UNITY has been a positive 
learning environment. It has 
also connected me to other 

queer resources that have been 
very helpful in my journey to 

self-exploration.” 
-Davy Rodelo Sandoval Sam (he/they), 

Resident Director

Jesus (he), 
Theme Program 

Assistant 2017-2018

Zackary (they), 
Theme Program 

Assistant 2016-2017

Kate (she) 
Resident Faculty

Drew (he), 
Resource Center 

Assistant

Resource Center Desk Resource Center Materials LGBT+ Books
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     The UNITY Theme Program is broken up into three major components: 
Academic Courses, Residence Life and the Resource Center. For each of 
these areas, UNITY built numerous partnerships to support exponential 
growth over the past several years. 
     All residents (those in the house program) and affiliates (those in other 
residence halls) in the program take a two part, year long, seminar course 
that is taught by a live-in LGBTQ Resource Professional and Resident 
Director, Samuel Byrd and supported by a live-in Resident Faculty member, 
Professor Kate O'Neill. The first course, Explorations, is an introduction to 
topics of sexual and gender diversity. Learning is centered around 
democratic and contextual education, meaning that students develop the 
exploration topics and pacing as a cohort in addition to serving in a 
leadership capacity in their first semester at UC Berkeley. The second 
course, Queering Leadership, is an introductory course in student 
leadership with emphasis on civic engagement in queer spaces. The course 
is framed around The Student Leadership Challenge and narratives of 
leaders from the LGBTQ+ movement. 
     The heart of both courses is the Volunteer, Internship, and Practice (VIP) 
Program which is based on the constructivist theory of teaching and 
learning. Learning takes place when instructors are able to present 
information in a way that students are able to construct meaning based on 
their own experiences in various contextual settings. Contextual Education 
experiences include committee work, volunteering, internships, and service 
learning, especially in Cal’s residential setting or in LGBTQ+ campus and 
community spaces. Students take on leadership roles within the campus or 
community, volunteering and supporting efforts of campus/community 
partners, engaging in high impact service-learning, conducting independent 
study or scholarly research, or by designing their own experience with a 
combination of these options. 
     Many students serve as interns for the UNITY Resource Center, building 
materials, organizing events, or enhancing campus partnerships. The 
Resource Center is UNITY's platform to outwardly educating and serving 
others. With a multitude of resources and a variety of signature events, the 
UNITY Resource Center enables residents to mentor, advocate, and 
promote an inclusive and safer campus community. 

“Never have I been in 
an environment more 

open, caring, and 
loving. UNITY 

transcends our ties as 
queer individuals and 

unites us by our 
common humanity and 
desire to see and do 
good in our world.” 
-Tomas Herrero



SIGNATURE EVENTS

4

QT Pie: A Queer, Trans, and LGBTQ+ Campus Welcome 
QT (Queer and/or Trans) Pie is pronounced "cutie pie," and is both the title 
of our welcome event and an affirmation at UC Berkeley. This annual 
partnership between GenEq, QARC, and the UNITY Theme Program brings 
40+ students and staff organizations together for a resource fair, 
workshops on queer life, and for key note speakers at UC Berkeley. 
Oakland Pride Parade & Festival 
The UNITY Theme Program works with the Cal Alumni Association and the 
GenEq to host a contingent of alumni, students, faculty, staff, and friends in 
the local community pride parade and festival. For many of students, this is 
their first experience with a pride festival and this event opens their eyes to 
the wealth of resources and organizations in our local community 
supporting sexual and gender minorities.   
Folsom St. Fair 
As a massive Kink fair with individuals from all over the world, this 
experience allows students to learn about sexual quirks that are often 
ignored or too “taboo” to discuss. Not only is it a great opportunity to learn 
about the diversity present in San Francisco, as it also promotes a healthy 
understanding of kinks they may have been previously unaware of, in order 
to develop an accepting mindset. 
LGBT History Month 
Throughout the entirety of LGBT History Month, the Resource Center posts 
images of Icons in the LGBT community- including descriptions of the roles 
they served- around the campus dining halls and shares the narratives of 
these queer leaders in campus newsletters. This helps to promote 
awareness regarding the impacts which queer and trans individuals have 
had, not only to inform the UNITY community but aiming to inform the 
student body as a whole. 
Historic Castro Excursion 
Students visit Castro Street in order to explore the LGBTQ+ Historical 
Museum, visit the SF Pride Center, as well as explore the variety of sex- 
positive attractions the Castro has to offer. This is a great opportunity to 
learn more about the history of the LGBTQ+ community in San Francisco, 
and to immerse students in the Queer positive atmosphere promoted in this 
unique area of the city. 

“UNITY gave me 
a community, a 

sense that I 
unconditionally 

belong, and don’t 
need to hide who 

I am.” 
-Hannah Liu
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Sex in the Dark 
This annual event is a partnership between UNITY Theme Program, health 
workers, and Good Vibrations, a local community-based sex positive 
organization. Sexperts from Good Vibrations host a glow-in-the-dark 
conversation on sex and answer students anonymous questions ranging 
from consent, bodies, communication, sex toys, lubrication, and more. 
National LGBTQ Equality Conference & Campus Pride Delegation 
In the spring semester, UNITY sends a small delegation of Berkeley 
students to join other students from across the United States in the 
Campus Pride Institute and the National LGBT Equality Conference: 
Creating Change. This is an excellent leadership opportunity to network, 
gain valuable skills, learn more about organizing and activism, and grow as 
a change agent. 
Campus Drag Show 
In the spring semester, UNITY hosts their largest annual signature event, 
the Campus Drag Show in partnership with the RHA, QARC, NRHH and 
partners in Health Promotions. This event showcases a variety of gender 
expansive talent from students across our campus and features select 
performances from professional drag performers Karma Electra 
(Headmistress of UNITY) and Honey Mahogany (RuPaul's Drag Race). 
Tye-Diversity 
Each fall, the UNITY Resource Center sponsors an ally-building event called 
Tye-Diversity. This event allows members of the community to come 
together, sign a pledge of inclusion, and celebrate a breadth of diversity 
within residential communities. Residents have the opportunity to 
experience the art of tye-dye as well and leave with a more colorful 
wardrobe than when they arrived.   
UNITY Graduation & End of the Year Celebration 
The culminating event of the academic year is the End of the Year 
Celebration where students graduate from the living-learning program. 
During this banquet, students will have an opportunity to reflect on their 
first year transition to UC Berkeley and what has been most meaningful to 
them. Students receive an undergraduate certificate of program completion 
with emphasis in sexuality and gender and a set of honor cords. Other 
special awards are also presented for students who have went above and 
beyond in their course of study within the UNITY Theme Program. 

“UNITY has given me a 
space to safely explore my 

identity. Through the 
friendships, excursions, 

and democratic education, 
I have fostered a space of 
diversity and inclusion” 

-Alejandra Hilbert
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     The UNITY Theme Program has had a substantial impact on its residents 
and community. Residents often go on to be strong leaders on campus and 
beyond. With previous members becoming Resident Assistants, ASUC 
Senators or even famous drag queens such as Honey Mahogany, UNITY has 
mastered the practice of building leaders . 
     An important facet to the UNITY Theme Program is the Mentorship 
Partnership the organization has with Queer Cal Pals. Graduating UNITY 
students train and serve as buddies for new incoming Cal students in their 
transition to queer life at UC Berkeley. 
     The great work UNITY has done has also been documented in OTMs. In 
April 2017, Zackary Harris, UNITY Theme Program Assistant for 2016-2017, 
won the Spotlight award at the NACURH level for their hard work executing 
the 10th Annual Campus Drag Show and developing their community. 
     At UC Berkeley, the UNITY Theme Program has become a model 
program for living-learning communities. Other theme programs, like WiSE 
(Women in Science and Engineering), will begin to incorporate many 
structural elements from UNITY to improve the student experience. 
UNITY's impact is also spreading across the country thanks to student and 
staff engagement at the national level. The UNITY experience will be 
shared in the online LGBTQ Architect, at the National LGBTQ Conference: 
Creating Change in Washington DC in January 2018, and in both the 
Campus Pride Institute and the Consortium of LGBT Resource Professionals 
with hopes of the model being redeveloped on other college campuses 
across the nation to support the LGBTQ student experience. 

“As an ally of the LGBTQ+ community I 
have always sought out opportunities to 
show my support and get involved in a 
constructive way. Not only has UNITY 

allowed me to gain these opportunities, 
it has allowed me to find like-minded 
individuals who are as motivated to 

enact change as myself.” 
-Samantha Patten
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     The UNITY Theme Program wants to ensure that people are able to 
access critical resources across a variety of platforms. UNITY students, 
allies, and partners are always well informed of upcoming events and 
important campus updates. To do this, UNITY utilizes multiple strategies. 
Monthly newsletters are emailed out to the UNITY listserv that highlight the 
projects UNITY is currently executing. These newsletters are also shared 
on their social media platforms such as their Facebook pages and the 
pages of their campus partners. The UNITY Interns release bi-weekly 
health and wellness information in a print and electronic publication called 
Q-Tips. In addition, UNITY events are advertised across the system-wide 
residential newsletter, the Queer Alliance and Resource Center website, 
and, beginning in 2018, on the new UNITY Theme Program website.  

“I have never felt this comfortable 
in a community like this before. 
Even when it is a diverse one, I 
truly believe that whoever or 

whatever I am, I am accepted in 
this experience. 
-Dior Acuzar
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